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of the mystery of the Haliblude on the Wyndmyllhill,
at Aberdeen, Sir David Lyndsay exhibited his morali-
ties upon the Castlehill, near Cowpar-in-Fife. The
sarcasm of the satirist was chiefly levelled at the pre-
lats, the monks9 and the nuns, who were exhibited,
as extremely worthless; But, what must have been
the coarseness of the barons, the dames, and the mo-
narch, who could hear such ribaldry, without indig-
nation, and see such obsceneness, without a blush 4.

A reformation was, however, at hand, which is said
to have been brought forward, full as much by the
moralities of Lindsay, as by the sermons of Knox.
The Church of Scotland, as it adopted its fundamen-
tal principles, from the religious practices of Geneva,
at the same time assumed its enmity to dramatick
exhibitions. It is, nevertheless, certain, that a com-
pany of players performed at Perth, in June, 1589.
In obedience, indeed, to the act of the assembly, which
had been made in 15755, they applied to the consis-

as a burgess of Aberdeen ; a privilege which was lately granted
him, when he was abbot of bonne acorde, for his expences laid
out by him in a certain play [ludo] De ly Haliblude apud ly
Windmill Hill. [MS. extracts from the city records, which were
written, in those times, partly in low Latin, and partly in Norman
French.)

* It appears from Leland's Collectanea, vol. iv. p. 300, as Mr.
Malone has indeed remarked, that when the marriage of James the
IVth with Margaret, the eldest daughter of Henry the Vllth, was
celebrated at Edinburgh, in 1503 : " after dynnar a moralitie was
played by the said Master Inglishe and hys companyons, in the
presence of the King and Qwene, and then daunces were
daunced." Yet, the historian of the stage seems not to have ad-
verted, that Master Inglishe, and his companyons, with men-
strells of musick, accompanied Margaret from Wyndsor-castle to
Holyrood-house. [Ib. 267, 280, 289.] I have, however, shown
from the evidence of records, the existence of similar plays, in
Scotland, upwards of half a century before that memorable epoch.

5 " By the General Assembly begun and holden at Edinburgh
the 7th day of March 1574-:

" It is thoucht meit and concludit yat na clerk playes, come-
dies or tragedies be maid of ye cannonicall Scriptures alsweil new